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polite regrets, they saw no alternative, and I took
a return passage. Hospitality in continental Greece
has no traditions; and even in Athens, except from.
Greeks who had lived in England, I have never heen
asked to accept bed or bread, while in Crete and in
the Peloponnesus there was always a more or less
active competition as to who should give me both.
The stranger, who was in the classical days the mes-
senger of the gods and received welcome as such,
has degenerated to the position of the modern tramp.
The difference is, no doubt, due to the centuries of
oppression and isolation in which the fragments of
the race have lived, and in which they have suffered
the intrusion of unwelcome elements amongst them,
always overborne and finding no protector except
their own cunning, and no friend save in their own
religion.

A thought that comes up very often while one
deals with the Greek in Hellenic lands, is the won-
der at the tenacity of the religion of the Greek, sur-
viving the hostility not only of the Turk, but of his
fellow Christian of the rival creed. No other nation
has ever endured the hostile pressure on its religious
fidelity which the Greeks have had to submit to
since the fall of Constantinople. The Venetians
were even more cruel with the Greeks under their
rule than the Turks have ever been, and the influ-
ence of the Papal See has always been exerted with
the most inflexible persistence for the suppression of
what in Kome is called the Greek schism, to which
it has shown an animosity greater even than that